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Daughter Of Oak Cliff Woman Joins

In Final Salute To Submarine Tender

It has been said that all
good things must come to an
end, even valiant military
CAPEErs,

Since being commiz-
sioned in 1964, the subma-
rine tender 1135 Simon Lake
had served nearly 35 years,
but earlier this summer the
ehip’s career of service came
to an end. The tender named
for the submarine inventor
wis decommissioned,

Navy Petty Officer 3rd
Clasz Brenda K. Urbina,
davghter of Margarita
Urbina of Oak Cliff, was one
of the crewmembers an hand
at the recent ceremony ren-
dering a final salute to the
ship,

Urhipg_staried hor naval
carger in 1995, after her
graduation from Sunset High -
School.

*1 joined the Mavy far the
appartunity to travel, to eamn
money for further schooling
and to prepare myself for a
lifetime caresr,” said the 21-
yuar-ald sailor.

There were many things

that influenced Urbina's
decigion ta  enlist in the
Navy.

*My years in JROTC in
high school infloenced my
decigion Ee join the military
The Navys job training in
the communications field
aleo persuaded me to join the
Nawvy,"” she said.

During its tenure, the
21 0dikton Simon Lake pro-
vided all mspects of logistical
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and repair suppoet for an
average of 45 submarines and
surface chips, consisting of
more than 5000 repair jobs
annually. -

The tender served on sta-
tion not enly in the United
States, but alsa at times out
of ports in Holy Lach,
Zcotland, and La Maddalena,
Snardinia. Simon Lakes ser-
vice in critieal times has
included such recent events
as Operation  Southern
Watch in the Fersian Gulf,

During the ship's most
recefit tour in Bardinia op
until its decommissioning,
Urbina served as a interior
commuRnications  electrician
aboard the historic vessal As
guch, ehe was responsible for
the repair and upkeep of a
varety of communication sys-
bema.

“I repair all kinds of
equipment that is used for

eommunications,” she said.
“On a ship that can mean
anything from & simple
phane to alarms or naviga-
tional equipment.”

Urbina noted that enlisty
‘ing has been more than just
an oppartunity te serve her
country, but a learning expe-

“rienge as well.

*I'va learned to work bet-
ter with ather people and to
cope with long work hours
and adverse working condi-
tions,” she said. “Yeu have to
take the good with the bad
and try to balanee them out.”

And she zaid that since
she chose to enlist, she'’s had
many exciting experiences
along the way.

*Traveling overseas has
been the best experience,
being able to experience
other cultures,” she said, “My
favorite ports have been
United Arab Emerites and
several parts out of Ttaly
Italy has the most beautiful
architecture ['ve evar gpan ¥

Which iz perhaps why
Urbina iz exrited about her
future prospects. “I plan an
tealing a coresr out of the
Navy and eaming my college
degree before I retire,” she
gaid,

Urbina's earser will son-
tinwe past Simon Lake, as
she transfers ta the USS Carl
Vinsen, But she knows that
she takes with her the legacy
of having been part of the
history of the Simon Lake,
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Local sailor serving on USS
Harry S. Truman aircraft carrier

By Jesse A, Glibson

NORFOLK, VA - Abcard USS

Harry 5. Truman, named for the
country's 33 president, the Navy's
newest aircraft carrier has the dis-
tins:tion of being one of the nation’s
mast flexible toals of diplomacy. If
ever nedded during periods of
unrest, the mighty ship can help
restore peace while living up to its
matto “The buck staps here.™

COne Bailar helping the ship carmy
owt thiz mission s Duane G, Win-
ter, the sen of Daniel J. and Martha
A, Winter of Elizabethville, 17023,
Winter serves aboard the alrcraft
carrier UUSS Harry 5. Truman,
home ported in Morfolk, Va., and
kesping this national assst func-
tioning safiely Is part of his job.

A mewly selected chisf petty
officer, Winter I3 an aviailon elec-
tronics technician and is responsi-
ble for the ship's many electromics
devices,

“l am the supervisor of 23 per--

sonnel in the ship's calibration kab-
aratory. We are respansible for the
calibration of abaut 12,000 ftems
an board ranging from gavges and
targue wrenches to electronic
equipment and fest benches. My
particilar position deals more with
the management of personne] and
Inventories, however | do socasion-
ally work on equipmiend. [ think the
best and most rewarding pam af my
job is two fold. First, 1 truly enjoy
watching and helping & young per-
san prow into a professional Saibar
and technician and the fact that due
- to the nature of my job, [ get to
inferface with the entire ship,"”

The mizsion of Winter's ship is
fo conduct sustained combat air
aperatlons form the sea. Alrcraft
carriers have the unique ability 1o
t1zilor & respanse for amy crisis -
gwerything from a fill air strike, to
evacuation of American citizens in
a nanernl disaster, to search and res-
cue operations, They're forward
deployed and ready an &rrival.

A 1983 graduate of Upper
Dauphin High School, Winter said
he joined the Navy the same year

[ Pl‘.'? Duane G. Winger

for patrictic reasons.

“I grew-up in & very pro-miliary
environment ¢ven though my father
féver sérved an active |:||,|I;:.-', [
always viewed military peaple ag
these who were respected and held
in high esteem. As for choosing the
Mavy, L guess it was because they
offered the best deal at the time,
They puarantesd me advanced elec-
tranles sehool and advancement ta
third class petty officer upen grad-

-uation. %o, that plaved heavily in

my decision. Plus ['ve always been
interested im planes and ships as |
wits growing up.”

Married to the former Dane B,
Finner for 12 years with a son, Jus-
tin, L1, Winter is optimistie abois
hiz fishare,

“I plan to stay im the Mavy umil i
is time to retire, Right now 1 don't
koow how long that will be. After
retiremment, if my family and | move
anywhere, it wauld be to the Cuper
Banks of Morth Carelina and open
up some type of fishingboating
related busingss."

But for the time being, Winter
knows he's contributing o the
strength of a nation by his serve
aboard & city at sea.
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